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K-T Feldspar Corporation 
P. O. Box 309 

Spruce Pine, NC  28777 
Phone:  (828) 765-9621 
Fax:      (828) 765-6304 

 
 
 
 
November 9, 2001 
 
 
 
 
Gloria Blue, Executive Secretary 
Trade Policy Staff Committee 
Office of the USTR, 600 17th Street, NW 
Washington, DC  20508 
 
Dear Ms. Blue: 
 
We currently purchase grinding rods from AltaSteel in Canada.  These grinding rods are 
included in the United States International Trade Agency findings of injury to the United 
States steel industry. 
 
I request that you consider for exc lusion these steel rod products that the President may 
categorize under Section 203 of the Trade Act. 
 
Following is the designation, description and basis for the requested product exclusion: 

 
1) The designation of the product under a recognized standard or certification (e.g. 

ASTM) or the commercial name for this product and the HTS number under which 
the product enters the United States. 

 
AltaSteel HTR50 Grinding Rod produced with a proprietary process to specific 
hardenability and hardness incorporating the supplementary requirements S6 
and S11 of ASTM A322.  HTR# 7228.30.8050 
 

2) A description of the product based on physical characteristics so as to distinguish the 
product from products for which exclusion is not being sought. 
 
AltaSteel HTR50 grinding rod is made using a unique and proprietary heat treatment 
process.  Grinding rods are hot rolled and heat treated in a patented process in order 
to meet the customer’s specific physical requirements.  Heat treated grinding rod is 



 2

high carbon steel with specific alloy levels and heat treatment procedures to produce 
a martensite case with a bainite/pearlite core. 
 

3) The basis for requesting an exclusion: 
 

AltaSteel is the only supplier of heat-treated grinding rod in North America supplying 
to over 50 different customers, more than half of which are located in the United 
States.  There are no producers of a Heat Treated Grinding rod in the USA.  
Approximately 30,000 tons of heat-treated grinding rods are shipped to the United 
States annually. 
 
AltaSteel produces heat-treated grinding rods to the following US patent number: 
5,902,423 – Heat Treatment of Grinding Rod (HTR50). 
 
 

Thank you for your favorable response to our request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dennis Buchanan 
Treasurer/Business Manager 
 
DB/lm 
 


